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1. Introduction 

On September 22, from 9 am to 2 pm, the International Intercultural Cities Comparative Meeting was 

held in the city of Barcelona, with the aim of discussing the conditions that promote or hinder the imple- 

mentation of intercultural policies in several cities and compare the contextual aspects that operate behind 

the process. Similarly, as part of the same activity, from 2.30 pm to 4 pm two discussion groups were 

conducted, one political and the other social, to promote a more specific debate about the shortcomings 

and comparative advantages of the intercultural approach in practice. 

The Conference brought together diverse groups, namely: in the morning, five (5) scholars from Aus- 

tralia, Canada and Spain, seven (7) policy officers and thirty (30) members of social entities; in the after- 

noon, five (5) policy officers and twelve (12) representatives of social entities. The format of the activity 

allowed for individual presentations in the morning, interaction with the public and two discussion groups 

in the afternoon. The division was due to methodological criteria, in order to collect impartial and objecti- 

ve information, and to deliver a rather contextual and comparative approach firstly and subsequent debate 

sessions related to interculturalism on a daily basis. 

It was an opportunity for scholars, public officers and local stakeholders to learn from comparative 

experiences, discuss the governance of interculturalism, critically review its deficits and expose daily 

situations related to the institutional and territorial management praxis of this approach. The information 

collected not only will facilitate the publication of books, papers and reports, but also will contribute to 

strengthen the links between politicians and social entities and ultimately improve the quality of intercul- 

tural policies. 

Although different opinions regarding the approach, all the groups expressed their satisfaction with the 

possibility of having an interactive space to discuss and learn the foundations and contextual variances of 

the intercultural perspective. In a similar fashion, they shared the need to address structural reforms that 

could enable the implementation of intercultural policies. Lastly, they emphasized some of the typical 

frustrations related to working within the field, the most fragile aspects of interculturalism, and a series of 

recommendations to improve the strategy of design and implementation of intercultural policies. 
 

Gemma Pinyol, Ricard Zapata-Barrero, Bob White, Glenda Ballantyne, David 

Radford and Marta Morell 
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2. Programme 
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3. Institutional presentations (power point 

presentations) 
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4. Social media reach (selection) 
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5. Photo gallery 
 

Session 1: Key Lecture. Daniel de Torres, Glenda Ballantyne (discussant) and David Radford (chair) 
 

 

 

 

Session 1: Glenda Ballantyne presenting the intercultural model of Ballarat, Australia 
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Session 2: Ricard Zapata-Barrero presenting the intercultural model of Sabadell, Spain 
 

 

 
 

Session 2: Gemma Pinyol (Discussant), Ricard Zapata-Barrero, Bob White, Glenda Ballantyne, 

David Radford and Marta Morell (Chair). 
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Omar Noumri, Mayor of Castelló de Farfanya, raising a question 
 

 
 

More than 40 people participated in the International Intercultural Cities Comparative Meeting. 
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Policy officers, social entities and scholars attending session two 
 

 
 

Session 2: Ricard Zapata-Barrero introducing Sabadell in the Index of Intercultural Cities 



Barcelona, September 22, 2022 

51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy officers, social entities and scholars taking notes and preparing questions 
 

 
 

Coffee break discussions 


